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SUBJECT: MBFR - UK "STEERING BRIEF" 

REF: STATE 143947 

1. WE CALLED ON TICKELL JULY 23 TO DISCUSS UK 
"STEERING BRIEF" FOR INITIAL PHASE OF MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 
AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO BELGIAN PAPER ON PROCEDURES. 

2. TICKELL NOTED THAT US AGREED WITH BRITISH THAT THERE 
WAS NEED FOR COUNCIL AGREEMENT IN GENERAL TERMS ON HOW 
FIRST PHASE OF MBFR NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT. 
HOWEVER, HE TENDED TO DEMUR AT IDEA THAT DETAILED 
DISCUSSION OF THIS TOPIC SHOULD BE DEFERRED UNTIL AFTER 
COUNCIL HAS AGREED ON SUBSTANTIVE APPROACH TO MBFR 
NEGOTIATIONS. HE THOUGHT SECURING COUNCIL AGREEMENT ON 
SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS WOULD AT BEST BE PROTRACTED AND THAT 
IT MIGHT BE DESIRABLE FIRST TO NAIL DOWN COUNCIL 
UNDERSTANDING ON HOW FIRST PHASE SHOULD BE MANAGED. HE 
DID NOT HOWEVER PURSUE THIS POINT VIGOROUSLY. 
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3. BRITISH DO NOT CONSIDER PROCEDURAL SECTION OF THEIR 
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PAPER TO BE SUBSTITUTE FOR BELGIAN PAPER, ALTHOUGH THEY 
DO NOT MUCH LIKE BELGIAN PAPER, AND HAVE ASSUMED THAT 
US TOO HAD OBIECTIONS TO PART OF IT. AS TICKET ,1. PUT 
IT, OBJECTIVE SHOULD PROBABLY BE EFFECT MARRIAGE OF 
BELGIAN PAPER AND PROCEDURAL PART OF UK PAPER. HE 
INDICATED THAT BRITISH RECOGNIZE SENSITIVITIES OF 
BELGIANS AND WOULD WISH TO AVOID A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO 
BELGIAN PAPER. 

4. BRITISH LIKE OURSELVES HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH SECTION 
OF BELGIAN PAPER WHICH DEALS WITH RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
NAC AND AD HOC GROUP. TICKET .1. INDICATED THAT BRITISH 
TOO WOULD WISH TO AVOID DEBATING MATTER IN EXPLICIT 
TERMS IN NAC. 

5. FINALLY, TICKELL TOLD US THAT BRITISH ARE PREPARING 

A SUBSTANTIVE PAPER ON MBFR OUTCOMES WHICH THEY HOPE 
TO TABLE SOON IN NATO. PAPER IS COMPLEMENTARY TO US 
PAPER AND OFFERS BRITISH VIEWS ON OPTIONS DISCUSSED IN 
US PAPER. TICKELL SAID PAPER WAS NOT YET READY AND HE 
COULD NOT BE SPECIFIC ABOUT WHEN IT WOULD BE PRESENTED. 
HE ASSURED US HOWEVER THAT BRITISH WOULD BE IN TOUCH 
WITH US BEFORE IT WAS PRESENTED. HE REQUESTED THAT FACT 
BRITISH PREPARING SUCH A PAPER BE CLOSELY HELD AT THIS 
TIME. 

ANNENBERG 

BT 

#8483 



NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, MUTUAL FORCE REDUCTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 JUL 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LONDON08483 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XL ANNENBERG 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973071 4/aaaaakib. tel 

Line Count: 97 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 73 STATE 143947 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 JUL 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 -Jul-2001 by shawdg>; APPROVED <15 FEB 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR - UK "STEERING BRIEF" 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




